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Abstract: Potentilla peduncularis D.Don var. ganeshii
H.Ikeda & H.Ohba has been transferred to the genus
Argentina as a distinct taxon based on distinctive
morphological characters. Potentilla peduncularis var.
ganeshiidiffers from P. peduncularisD.Don var. peduncularis
in having sparse lanate beneath the leaflets. Therefore, a
new combination, Argentina peduncularis (D.Don) Sojak
var. ganeshii (H.lkeda & H.Ohba) G.Parmar, comb. nov,
has been made here.
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Introduction

Argentina Hill and Potentilla L. are genera belonging
to the family Rosaceae Juss. Recent taxonomic
circumscription, corroborated by molecular
phylogenetic studies, has resulted in the transfer
of the taxa of Potentilla sect. Anserina to the genus
Argentina s.l. (Eriksson et al., 2003; Dobe$ & Paule,
2010; Sojak, 2010). Stipular auricles are ventral
(inserted on the inner side of the petiole) in the
genus Argentina s. str., while stipular auricles are
lateral (inserted on the sides of the petiole) in the
genus Potentilla s.str. (Sojék, 2010). Based on ventral
stipular auricles, Sojak (2010) transferred Potentilla
peduncularis D.Don to the genus Argentina and
treated Argentina peduncularis (D.Don) Sojak as the
accepted name. Nevertheless, Shrestha et al. (2022)
and various online portal platforms (such as COL,
2025; POWO, 2025; WFO, 2025) have treated P.
peduncularis D.Don var. ganeshii H.lkeda & H.Ohba
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as a synonym of A. peduncularis. However, both
morphological and geographical consistency support
the placement of it as a distinct variety under A.
peduncularis. The distinction between P. peduncularis
var. ganeshii and var. peduncularis is based on
subtle yet taxonomically significant morphological
characters, as summarized in Table 1. Besides, all the
major studies in Nepal have treated P. peduncularis
var. ganeshii as a distinct taxon (Singh, 2001; Ikeda,
2011; Shrestha et al., 2018; Rajbhandari & Rai, 2019;
Press et al., 2026). Based on the original description
of var. ganeshii by Ikeda and Ohba (1996), together
with comparative morphological data for wvar.
peduncularis from regional floras (Grierson & Long,
1987; Shah, 2001; Li et al., 2003; Ikeda, 2011), a new
combination, Argentina peduncularis var. ganeshii, is
proposed here.

Taxonomic Treatment

Argentina peduncularis (D.Don) Sojik var.
ganeshii (H.Ikeda & H.Ohba) G.Parmar, comb.
nov. Potentilla peduncularis D.Don var. ganeshii
H.lkeda & H.Ohba, J. Jap. Bot. 71(5): 252. 1996.
Singh, FI. PL. Nep.: 280. 2001; Ikeda in Watson et
al., F1. Nep. 3: 361. 2011; Shrestha et al., Hb. F1. PL
Nep. 1: 434. 2018; Rajbhandari & Rai, Hb. FIL. PL
Nep. 2: 199. 2019; Shrestha et al., P1. Nep.: 355.
2022. Type: NEPAL, Central Nepal, Rasuwa
District, Tulo Bhera Kharka—Jaisuli Kund, 4250
m, 28°12' N 85°13'E, 30.07.1994, F. Miyamoto, K.R.
Rajbhandari, S. Akiyama, M. Amano, H. Ikeda & H.
Tsukaya 9430046 (holo TI [TI00021705!]; iso BM
n.v., GH n.v., KATH!). Fig. 1
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Herbarium Universitatis Tc is
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9430046 4250 m alt. Potentilla peduncularis D. Don

On hollow place of deposited soils around a glacier
lake. Rhizomatous and mat-forming; rhizomes covered by
old leaf base; radical leaves deep green above, whitish
green with appressed hairs beneath, rachis reddish,
auricles of stipules connate from base to top,
membranaceous; flowers 1-2; peduncles and pedicels
reddish; sepals and episepals slightly reflected; petals
5, bright yellow; stamens 20; filaments pale yellow;
anthers greenish yellow; pistils crowded on dome-shaped
receptacles; ovaries glabrous, pale green; styles pale
vellow; stigmas inflated, pale yellow.

Flora of Ganesh Himal, Central Nepal
Distributed from the University of Tokyo (TI)

No 94 30046

o 4
Rt eau ptciimcibaris P Don
vae. (7‘”‘5)““ H. Ueeda gt H. Ohda,
et W, ada, 1996

m alt [28°12'N 85°13'E]
C Nepal: Bagmati Zone, Rasuwa Distr., Tulo Bhera Kharka
(4100 m) - Jaisuli Kund (4250 m).
30 July 1994
F. Miyamoto, K. R. Rajbhandari, S. Akiyama, M. Amano,
H. Ikeda & ﬁ Tsukaya

/

Fig. 1. Holotype of Argentina peduncularis (D.Don) Sojék var. ganeshii (H.lkeda & H.Ohba) G.Parmar (TI [TI00021705]).
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Table 1. Diagnostic morphological differences between the two varieties of Argentina peduncularis.

Characters | var. ganeshii

var. peduncularis

Leaf surface | Sparsely lanate on both surfaces

Densely or sparsely pubescent or lanate
above, sericeous beneath

Flower size | 2-2.5 cm across

1-3.5 cm across

Episepals 4-6 mm long, sparsely strigose on 6-7 mm long, sparsely strigose inside, densely
both sides strigose outside

Sepals Glabrescent inside, sparsely strigose | Glabrescent except shortly lanate near tips
outside inside, sparsely to densely strigose outside

Habitat Endemic to alpine zones of Nepal Broader East Himalayan distribution
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