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The genus Nervilia (Orchidaceae) 
in Andaman-Nicobar Archipelago, India. 

P.V. Sreekumar and L.N. Ray 
Botanical Survey of India, Port Blair, Andamans - 744102. India 

and 

N.Kala 
Silviculture Division, Forest Department. Port Blair. Andamans. India, 

Abstract 

Nervilia plicata is reported for the first time from Andaman-Nicobar archipelago. 
Brief description, illustrations and an artificial key to the 3 species of Nervilia 
based on vegetative characters are provided. 

INTRODUCTION 

The Andaman-Nicobar archipelago in the Bay of Bengal lies between 6" and 14° N 
latitudes and 92" and 94° E longitudes. This stretch of land mass with over 319 islands and 
islets are situated between Burma in the north and Sumatra in the south. The climate, geo­
logical features. humidity etc. resemble that of South East Asia in general and Malaysia in 
particular. The flora of these islands shows affinities with that of Assam, Burma, Thailand, 
Malaysia, Sumatra and Java. As per the latest record (Sathish Kumar & Manila), 1994) this 
tiny group of islands hold over I 04 species. I sub-species and l variety of orchids distrib­
uted under 53 genera. 

Nervilia Comm. ex Gaud. 

Ground orchids with underground tubers. Flowers and leaves appear at different sea­
sons. Leaves solitary, simple, stalked, often heart-shaped. Flowers on erect racemes, l-sev• 
eral. Sepals and petals similar, spreading, narrowly elongate. Lip often 3-lobed, without a 
spur; column straight, elongate, thickened at the tip. Anther horizontal; pollinia 2, granular, 
divided. 

This genus comprise over 100 species distributed from Africa to India, China and 
through Malaysia (Seidenfaden & Wood, 1992). In India it is represented by 16 species 
(Sathish Kumar & Manila!, 1994) and in Andaman-Nicobar by three species. 












