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K. Narayanan Nair et al.

'Conservation biology of endemic, rare and endangered species of A risaema in the southern 

Western Ghats', the authors were able to rediscover A. psittacus in Mannavan Shola, its 

type locality, in May 1997, sixty years since its first discovery by E. Barnes in 1937. A small 

population comprising 71 flowering individuals of this species was located along the side of 

an un-tarred but jeepable road that traverses almost through the middle of Manna van Shola. 

The road connects two hill stations viz., Mattuppetty and Kanthalloor in the Munnar­

Devicolam High Ranges. The species was found growing more in the exposed areas than 

the interior of sholas at higher elevations between 1840-21 JO .m from MSL. 

The only sources of information available on the morphology and geographical 

distribution of the species are the original latin description provided by E. Barnes (1940) 

followed by a brief description in English by Chatterjee ( 1959). Therefore a more detailed 

description along with relevant illustrations are provided to help easy identification of this 

little known species. 

Arisaema psittacus E. Barnes in W.J. Hooker, Icon. Pl. Ser. 5, 4: t. 3405. 1940; Chatterjee, 

Bull. Bot. Soc. Bengal 8 : 13 I. 1959. (Figs. l & 2). 

Perennial, succulent, cormous herbs. Corms 2-6 cm diam., 0.7-3 cm thick, oblate or 

hemispherical. with roots arising from the upperside, the flesh white. Cataphylls 3, innermost 

up to 64 cm long, membranous, light green or greenish with greyish brown mottlings, 

sometimes rose-tinged, tip rounded, mucronulate. Leaf solitary; petiole 50-120 cm long, 1-

6 cm diam. at base, 0.4-3 cm diam. at tip, light green or greenish with greyish-brown or 

purplish mottlings, basal half or more sheathing the peduncle; leaflets radiate, 7-13, sessile, 

14-35 cm long, 3-8 cm broad, elliptic-lanceolate to obovate-oblanceolate, base narrowly

euneate, apex caudate - acuminate, dark green above, light green and glossy below; midrib

prominently raised below, whitish and tinged with brown; primary nerves 25-30, arising at

an angle of 45-55" from the midrib and uniting into an intramarginal nerve 2-5 mm below the

erose margin. Peduncle of inflorescence 30-60 cm long, 0.5-1.5 cm diam, light green or light

green with grey and purple streaks. Spathe 16-36 cm long with a narrowly funnel shaped

convolute basal tubular portion of 6- I 3 cm long, a middle more or less hemispherical and

hooded limb portion of 6-14 cm long, and a terminal gradually tapering tail portion of 4-9

cm long; the basal tube striped with green and white, rounded - triangular in cross section,

the limb portion greenish with 5 translucent or semitranslucent white stripes converging

towards the apex, the terminal tail greenish with purplish tinge, pendant or incurved with the

tip pointing horizontally or upright. Spadix sessile, erect, 7 -15 cm long, larger in females.

Male spadix with floriferous part 2-3.5 cm ; staminate flowers scattered, each represented by

3 or 4 purplish anthers borne on a short rosy-white column, the anther lobes suborbicular,

dehiscing by apical transverse slits; neuters 0 or rarely a few present; appendix stout, greenish­

yellow coloured, cylindrical for 3-5 cm long then slightly narrowed above the middle and

dilating into a terminal ovoid or inflated light yellowish or creamy-white subwarty head of

2.5 cm long. Female spadix with tlorifcrous part 2-5 cm long; pistillate flowers numerous,










