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Abstract

Moringa concanensis Nimmo ex Dalzell & Gibson is lectotypified and the image of selected specimen is

provided.
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Introduction

The genus Moringa Adans. is represented by
13 species (Mabberley, 2008) in the world, of
which only 2 species viz. M. oleifera Lam. and M.
concanensis Nimmo ex Dalzell & Gibson are found
in India (Hooker, 1879). Moringa concanensis is
widely distributed species which occurs in hilly
regions of Eastern Ghats (Pullaiah & Chennaiah,
1997), Western Ghats (Prasanna, 2000) Rajasthan
(Pandey, 1987), Madhya Pradesh (Kumar, 1997)
and Baluchistan & Sind of Pakistan (Qaiser:
Flora of Pakistan Database, 2014 at http://www.
tropicos.org/Project/Pakistan). After examining
protologue (Graham, 1839; Dalzell & Gibson, 1861)
and subsequent publication (Verdcourt, 1985) it
was found that this name needs lectotypification.
In present communication M. concanensis is
lectotypified following Art. 9.2 & 9.11 of the
Melbourne Code (McNeill et al., 2012), and image of
the designated lectotype (Fig. 1) is also provided.

Moringa concanensis Nimmo ex Dalzell &
Gibson, Bombay FIL.: 311. 1861; Hook. f., Fl. Brit.
India 2: 45. 1879; T. Cooke, Fl. Bombay: 283. 1903;
Verdc., Kew Bull. 40: 12. 1985; Pandey in Shetty &
Singh, Fl. Rajasthan 196. 1987; Kumar in Mudgal
et.al., Fl. Madhya Pradesh 1: 310. 1997; Pullaiah
& Chennaiah, Fl. Andhra Pradesh 1: 231. 1997;
Prasanna in Singh & Karthikeyan, F1. Maharashtra,
Dicot. 1: 589. 2000.

Lectotype: (designated here): INDIA, Maharashtra,
Bombay, s.die, N.A. Dalzell s.n. K (K000695641),
image! Fig.1

Graham (1839) in his catalogue states that “A

new species discovered by Mr. Nimmo in the
South Concan.” But, no description was provided.
Later Dalzell & Gibson (1861) validated the name

Fig.1. Moringa concanensis (s.die. N.A. Dalzell s.n.,
K; Lectotype designated here) [Reproduced with kind
permission of the Board of Trustees, Royal Botanic Gardens,
Kew.]



by providing description. However, neither
Graham (I.c.) nor Dalzell & Gibson (l.c.) cited any
specimen in their publications. Verdcourt (1985)
in his synopsis on Moringaceae stated that “the
true types presumably in Calcutta.” Qaiser (l.c.)
stated that type is presently untraceable. After
enquiry at the CAL & BSI it has been confirmed
that types are not available at respective herbaria.
However we could trace two specimens at K
which were collected by Dalzell one (K000695641)
from Bombay and the other (K000695640) from
Lus, Baluchistan. Specimen (K000695640) bears
only locality detail i.e. ‘Lus, Baluchistan’. This
locality has been mentioned by Dalzell & Gibson
in their publication while specimen (K000695641)
from Bombay bears annotation by Dalzell i.e. “5
anthers aborted much smaller than the others.
Flowers in Oct. Petals yellowish streaked with
pink” which agrees well with the description and
locality provided in the publication. Due to these
reasons both specimens can be considered as
original materials and qualifies to be designated
as the lectotype. As specimen with barcode no.
K000695641 has annotation accompanied with
description and locality details it has been selected
as lectotype and specimen with barcode no.
K000695640 will remain as syntype.
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